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From The President The Gay Straight Alliance at
Rich East

By Ross Brazzale, pin2win25@ameritech.net

Dear Friends:

My name is Ran Locke and | arf; g
the newly elected president of
South Chicagolan®foung Democrats,
Formerly as secretary of the groy, "
under the presidency of Lexinter,

Everyday in the halls, classes, and cafeteria of any given high
school around the countrgne is likely to hear comments direct
ed at some of the students-

| learned a lot about ganization, Eagl
mobilization, and leadership. A ] rag: ;
have many new ideas for t "*H- ' Queer!

“How gay is that?”

Acknowledging that all students need to feel safe in their
learning environment and that exclamations such as those men
tioned above were so widespread that item number 14 of the Rich
East 2005-2006 t8dent Planner‘The District will not tolerate
harassing or intimidating conduct...that unreasonably interferes
with a studens educational performance, or that creates an-intim
idating, hostile, or dénsive educational environment,” was sim
ply not enough to protect the Gadyesbian,Transgendered, and
Questioning stdifand students at Rich East, teachers David
Claudon and Ms. Katiet&dt set out to create a club that would do

group.

On October 14th, the South Chicagolans
Young Democrats worked a benefit for th
victims of hurricane Katrina. Local ban#
played atVorld Folk Music in Beverlyand
all the proceeds went to the hurricane victims. Food, wate
clothing donations were taken as well.

We are proud to announce that the South Chicagdfandg
Democrats has received itsfiofal charter from theYoung
Democrats of lllinois! In fact, we are the firsfiofal high school
group in the gte of lllinois. We would like to sincerely thank
State Senator Debbie Halvorson for her glowing letter of recony”
mendation.

We hope to see you at our upcoming fundraigég are always
looking for new members, as well as supporters: people to m

posters for events, hand out our newsletiemrite articles. Our . . )
newsletter will cover more local issues. Making dedénce e in elected dicers, petitioned for a chartmljd obtamed.a tentative
one year charterThey held weekly meetings where it was urder

our communities is what it is all aboutVe are also open to letters . : :
to the editar Please consider writing. stood that no one would be asked about their sexual orientation

Thank you for your support and friendshiye look forward and that they quld . \éicome anybody and everybodgs .Stat.

to seeing you at all of our upcoming events. ed by t.helr co.n.stltu.tlon.The GSAhad such success in its first
year with participation of over 30 students and fstifat they

were awarded the Outstanding Club Intefegard by Rich East’
student council at the end of the year

According to the Rich Easti®lent Handbook, when a club €re
ates a constitution, electdioérs, petitions for a charteand runs
smoothly during their tentative first yedhey are to obtain a full
charter their second yeaHowever at the beginning of the 2003-
The Banner S taff 2004 school yeathe GSAdid not receive a full charter from the
school. This denial supposedly came because of budget cuts in the
district at the time, and it came along with the cutting of several

Hence, the GaytfightAlliance, or GSA, of Rich East was
formed at the beginning of the 2002 school year under the school
groved supervision of thevice Principal, Eric Maroshcher
e club clarified their intentions and rules though a constitution,

Ryan Locke
baseballpro34@aol.com

Ryan Locke...President

Nicole Williams...Vice President other clubs at Rich East. Even with the lack of diciaf charter
the group continued to maintain outstanding attendance and par
Megan Willard...Secretary ticipation in events such as the Chica®S Run/Malk. Mr.

Claudon and Ms.t&dt also continued to sponsor the club despite
Ross Brazzale...Treasurer being unpaid. For the second year in a,rtwe then undicial
Man in the Streets: club was awarded the Outstanding Club Intefegird from the
Student Council.

Luke Coughlan See GS/page 2
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GSA, continued from page 1

During the 2004-2005 school yeas clubs such as D.IA/S.
and theAfrican American club began to reappear with charte
the GSAwas once again left uncharteredet once again, the
GSAremained active and received the Outstanding Club Inte
Award from $udent Council.

As was the trend set by the last two years, the @&8#ains
unchartered this yeaAccording to the District 227 Board, all of
the former clubs, such aart Club, Ski Club, and Literary
Magazine would have to be rechartered before the relatively
GSAwould obtain a charterThe fact that the GS#vas created
for the basic safety of an especiallygisted group acknowledged
in the 2005-2006 school planner and was incredibly active 3
successful toward achieving that safety ever since their crea
was absolutely irrelevant; the GSvas a new club.

Recently the idea of a name change was brought to the-me 3 :
bers of the GSAws a means of acquiring a chartépparently Some members of the South Suburban Young Democrats
some people, including District 227 Board Members were uncogt a recent meeting. From left to right, Ross Brazzale,
fortable with the word “Gay despite the tentative chartering ofLuke Coughlan, Nicole Williams, Ryan Locke, Meghan
the Gay Straight Alliance in 2002. Membergeply was unani Willard.

mous behind President Kevin Lagermann, A Word from the man

“Absolutely not. The club is what it is.” .

When asked about the issues and controversy surrouncf the Stre etS o
the GSA at Rich East, District 227 Board Member Sony .
Norwood expressed her belief in a focus on academics within t eLlee Coughlan, luke13@podigy.net
district, and that this focus should be equal. Howefsdre focus A
is purely on academics, why are sports teams so heavily endorsed ) _ )
by the school?Also, if this scholarly focus is purely equal, Wh)}f”OWS the Il_ght; I myself see it far to_o often. It's the low fuel
have clubs such as D.IAS, theAfrican American Culture Club, 19Nt I pull into the nearest gas station and check my waet.
and an Ecology Club been chartered within the district, and yet ffé¢ G€0ge Washington stares back at me, a cold and desolate
Gay Sraight Alliance remains unchartered after 3 outstandig'€ that seems to sayhe Delaware was nothing compared to

years? Time Magazine recently reported thabtiay there are at 1S~ He may have brought us to victory over the most powerful

small orange light drags my eyes from the road. Everyone

IS.

least 3,000 GSAs-nearly 1 in 10 high schools has one ammy in the world, but | doubt he can get me home. | put one dol

Obviously school districts throughout the country see the insulld! I My tank only to realize once in the car that the warning light
discrimination, and fears that GaylLesbian, Bisexual, 'S Still buming strong. _
Transgendered, and Questioning students face as unequal=VE'Y ime someone in the Middle East coughs, or news of a

Perhaps the District 227 Board needs to look at this inequalily™ aPPears, engy prices skyrocket immediatelput it takes
before they ignore the necessity of Rich EaGSAfor another [0réver to come back down to reasonable levels,” said

Congressman Petésclosky of NWindiana. "This price-gouging

entire ye.ar . takes money out of the pocket of working families in Northwest
Hurricane Katrina: Race and Indiana, who need fafrdable fuel to get to work in the morning
POve rty and h_egt their home_s in the winter _
Opinions such a¥isclosky's run rampant these days, especial
By Nicole Williams, smart182@aol.com ly among younger drivers. | am not the only person | know to

have emptied their wallet into their tank only to find the low fuel

Whatwas President Bush thinking®hy did the federal gov light still on. Many of my friends express explicit irateness
ernment not react sooner? towards what they feel is fuel price-gouging, whether they realize
Why wasn't there a plan to help residents of New Orleans esdé@gemeaning of their words or not. My favorite quote is: "This is
before the hurricane?hese are the questions that we ask outdiculous. Now they're just raising the price to mess with me."
selves now after Hurricane Katrina has hit and left its ma#klthough his intentions were only humorous in nature, my friend
Approximately 67% of the population in New Orleanffscan- was, at the time, making a powerful statement about gasoline com
American. So, could this have been the reason that the Presigantes that has much in common with the statements made by
or government was slow to reacthis may seem shocking, butCongressmakisclosky
what other reasons could there be? Now if the population in NewThe average price of gas throughout the country is up 18 cents
Orleans had been white and upper class, would the governnséme Hurricane Katrina, to $2.79 a gallon, and has increased by
have been quicker to respond? Maybe so. an average of 74 cents a gallon in the last year aldneerican
See HURRICANE, page 3 See MAN IN STREETpage 3
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HURRICANE, continued from page 2 MAN IN STREET, continued from page 2
When the hurricane hit, it appeared that the bad news for tfi@milies could be paying an additional $1,000 for basic

President was that he had to cut his vacation short and leavdragsportation costs this year — money that could be used for other
Texas ranch. President Bush apparently did not realize how héy¢ieds, according to the National EgyeDirectors'Association.
ble this hurricane was for its victims. Even before the hurrical® put an end to unnecessary pricegesr 96 members of
struck, there was not even an evacuation plan to get all resideegress requested thattorney GeneraAlberto Gonzales and
to safety More than 100,000 residents, primariMfrican- FederalTrade Commission (FTC) Chairwoman Deborah Majoras
American and poghad no way of getting out of the city on theibegin an immediate investigation into possible wrong-doing by
own and were just told to go to the Superdome. In the Superdof@ystries that are making record profits at the expense of average
the roof partially collapsed, the heat became unbearable, andAterican families.
water electricity and sewer systems failed causing huge sanitationI'm not one to merely complain about an issue, and yet not
problems.The distribution of food and water was extremely slowo anything about itWhile I still drive to school, (it would take
Some had not eaten or had water in days. Some died from dekga month to ride a bike either to school or the nearest bus stop),
dration. After the hurricane, the waters did not recede becausd efrpool as often as possible, and take the train downtown when
breaks in the levee system, and one could see dead bodies flop@agible. | humbly request that you, the readerthe sameWe
in the water have to stand up against big oil companies and fight back. Don't

After this wretched, heartbreaking disasteresident Bush let BP push you around, just because it's big and green. Show
appeared to be helping the victims by promising to speed upttm
government's response to send aid and to rebuild the entire haif if they want to chae us ridiculous prices they'll have to
Coast. Howeverthis is not enough.The President is trying topay. Be a rebel and look for cheaper gas prices, even if it means
cover up his mistakes, and this obviously does not excuse thetfigng a little more time. If you're really feeling rebellious, you
that the federal government neglected or was too slow to h@light even start taking the train to work...
these people Apparently the United &&tes was not ready for a
huge disasterPerhaps with so much money and time being spétke Coughlan
on the war in Irag, the President could not initially transition intbigures courtesy of wwkouse.gov
helping the victims of the hurricane.

How is the government going to pay for this tragedy with so BATT L E O F T H E
much money being used to finance the wai?e President has
asked Congress for $62.3 billion to clean up and rebuild the hurri BA N D S
cane-dfected areas. Some financial analysts feel that the cost can
rise to $200 billion.According to a September 26, 2005 article in

Newsweek magazine, most of the funds for the reliffrieére WOR LD FO LK M US | C
going to well-connected, no-bid contractor§he people most 103RD & LONGWOOD

affected by the hurricandfrican - American and/or poor are not

included in the decision-making of how this money is being useB EVE R LY C H |CAG O
So, race and poverty continue to be issues in the aftermath of NFOVE M B E R 11

hurricane.
There are many questions yet to be answefér: main hope 7 P M . T 777
is that another catastrophe like this will not repeat itself.

JOIN THE SOUTH
CHICAGOLAND

YOUNG DEMOCRATS
The official high school youth

arm of the Young Democrats of

. : Mike Jordan
lllinois! STATE FARM ¥ 308 Forest Bivd

Park Forest, IL 60466-2005
Office Hours:

Mon & Thur 9:00am to 7:00pm
Tu,W & F 9am-6pm; S 10am-2pm

Borders in Matteson, &
After Hours by Appointment

Thursd ays, Phone: (708) 748-8848
7 p.m. - 277 Fax: (708) 748-8832

mike.jordan.alni@statefarm.com

INSURANCE




